
 

 
 
Councilmembers June 24, 2019 
Virginia Beach, VA 
 
 
Dear Councilmembers,, 
 

We are writing to you today in our capacity as members of the General Assembly to request Virginia Beach City Council to 
take the lead in conducting an immeditate comprehensive and transparent third party investigation into the relevant events that 
occurred before, during and after this mass murder in a government building. We are all deeply saddened by the tragic events of 
Friday, May 31, and we are sure that you share in our desire to do everything possible to prevent future tragedies and improve public 
safety in every way possible.  
 

We  read a report concerning the first responders inability to gain access to the building where the shooting was occurring 
because of issues with the electronic locks. We have also heard of other communication failures and delays that took place in the 
aftermath of the shooting events. There is yet another report that family members of victims are not receiving adequate information 
about the city lead investigation, and as elected officials we have not received a briefing since the week of the shooting.  This 
information leads us to conclude that it is necessary and appropriate that City Council take the lead in conducting a comprehensive 
investigation into the relevant events that occurred before, during and after this mass murder in a government building. 
 

We are aware that in the aftermath of the August 2017 riots in Charlottesville resulting in injuries and deaths, there was an 
investigation requested by Charlottesville officials and it led to a public report. The primary author of the report, attorney Tim Heaphy, 
is now General Counsel at the University of Virginia, and as such, is a part of the Attorney General’s office. Perhaps he can take the 
lead in this matter, as he did with the Charlottesville investigation and report. If he is unable, we are confident there are other qualified 
professionals available.  
 

The bottom line is that the city and state have direct interest in the safety and welfare of all citizens and employees in the 
Commonwealth, and that is why we are asking for your assistance at this time. We look forward to your response.  

 
 
 

Sincerely, Sincerely, 
Delegate Cheryl B. Turpin Delegate Kelly Convirs Fowler 
Member, Virginia House of Delegates Member, Virginia House of Delegates  
District 85- Virginia Beach District 21 Virginia Beach 
 
 
 
 
 
 


