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test 2019-07-02 16:02:54
Although this policy already is pretty vague, it may benefit from being slightly less detailed in 
places, so it gives more flexibility for minor program changes. In particular, "ACUP Education 
webpage" could just be referred to as "ACUP website," so changing the word "Education" to 
"training" on the site doesn't affect the policy. Similarly, specifying "via the VCU RAMS-ACUP 
system" could become dated if the system were renamed. Finally, in the details of the 
frequency of Post-Approval Compliance Monitoring, it may not be necessary to provide 
minimum frequencies beyond the frequencies that are required by regulation.

2019-07-09 13:11:40

Policies/SOPs that should be changed:
The vets and vet techs be in charge of vet care for injured and sick animals. This should not be 
left up to staff of laboratories who are inexperienced and incapable of performing this 
function to the degree needed to ensure animal welfare. This policy should be changed within 
the DAR structure and implemented immediately. 

Additionally, all animals under surgical and other painful or damaging procedures should be 
observed post-op by vet techs at least one time to ensure that 1) lab staff are following IACUC 
protocol that is approved and 2) animals are not suffering. In my experience, I have seen 
staff/postdocs/students cutting corners on protocols and doing surgeries that are not 
approved, resulting in high mortality rates. DAR is often unaware of this type of deviance; their 
staff cannot be held accountable for this.

2019-07-12 13:46:25





Animal research is cruel and unnecessary in 2019. I especially oppose the idea that my tax 
dollars are funding the abuse of animals in any form. VCU can continue to be a world leader 
without the torture of animals.

2019-07-15 13:25:06

Please stop using animals for research at the Univsersity.  It is inhumane and cruel.  Animals 
have feelings and are living breathing souls.

2019-07-15 13:35:39

Hey you stupid stupid fucking cucks stop animal testing. 

I hope you all live lives filled with th  pain and torment, I hope you experience cancer, pain and 
I hope you have a shitty death. 

Fuck you.

2019-07-15 13:36:46

I think you should end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments and to phase out ALL 
experiments on non-human primates. It’s is cruel, unusual, and wrong to hurt other living 
things for our own benefit.

2019-07-15 13:37:45

Stop. That’s my comment. There are plenty of effective alternatives to animal testing. Be 
scientists and figure out a better way. And if you do stop, there are a plethora of organizations 
who are willing and able to take the animals and provide them sanctuary. Take cruelty out of 
your work, for the taxpayers who don’t want to fund it, for the scientists so they don’t have to 
sacrifice a piece of their humanity for their work, and for the animals being tortured and ill 
cared for everyday in the name of progress. End class C and D testing first and phase out the 
rest.

2019-07-15 13:53:38

I urge you to immediately end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments and to phase out ALL 
experiments on non-human primates. Not only is it inhumane it is also completely 
unnecessary when so many computer models are now available. The public is against this. 
Listen to them. Thank you!

2019-07-15 13:54:04

Many members of VCU's community and people across Richmond would love to see VCU halt 
all animal research. These practices are no longer necessary for scientific advancement, and 
bringing those to an end would generate enormously positive press for our University. I would 
love to see VCU be more proactive in getting public feedback from the community on this 
particular policy set, as I know (as do you) that it would receive widespread responses.

2019-07-15 14:33:12

Please phase out (quickly) all category D and E animal experiments. They are cruel and do not 
provide the desired information. There are numerous non animal methods to get the 
information for a,successful experimental outcome.

2019-07-15 14:33:47



Please end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and stressful to animals) 
and phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates. The animal research program is 
wasteful and cruel. As a taxpayer, I do not want to support this. There are virtually no results 
to show other than thousands of dead, tortured animals.

2019-07-15 14:34:56

Please stop animal testing. Invest in alternatives as animal testing is unnecessary and many 
times don’t work.  It’s expensive and cruel.

2019-07-15 14:38:21

Please consider ending all experiments that involve Class D or E pain levels for animal subjects. 
These tests are unnecessarily cruel and cause more suffering than they do useful data. All 
experiments using non-human primates should also be prohibited due to their intelligence and 
capacity for suffering. These experiments do not deserve our funding, nor are they 
appropriate for a civilized society.

2019-07-15 16:20:03

No reason to use animals for testing anymore. Cruel and unnecessary these are living beings. 
Please stop this use of living animals for research!

2019-07-15 16:22:05

As society evolves, so should VCU evolve to determine what is acceptable behavior.  What are 
the rewards vs what is the cost?  Just as people have become more cognizant about how to 
treat trans-persons, or the ethical dilemmas with animal agriculture which is spawning new 
rapidly-growing technologies for alternatives, or learning that crows are smart enough that 
they fashion and adjust tools to search for food in the wild, the time has come for VCU to join 
the society which is evolving past the idea that it is acceptable to harm some, to help others 
when viable and ethical alternatives in your research exist, and need support to grow.  The 
test subjects are sentient, and do not want to be harmed.  Continuing this testing is unethical.  
We all would support protecting YOU from the harm you are consciously inflicting on others.  
Please stop harming, in the name of helping.  The time has come.  The time has finally come to 
stop your animal research.  The animals will thank you.  Your conscience will thank you.

2019-07-15 16:37:06

Please end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and stressful to animals) 
and phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates.

2019-07-15 16:55:45

Hi! In today's day and age, why in the world does the university need to test on animals? It's 
cruel, inhumane, and not how RVA supports life! I don't want my tax dollars funding animal 
cruelty! Do the right thing, and just say NO to testing on animals in the name of research.

2019-07-15 17:21:54



Please end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments and phase out ALL experiments on non-
human primates. 

It is absolutely disgusting that in the advanced land of the USA we are STILL experimenting on 
animals. This is a cruel and barbaric practice that must be stopped immediately. The majority 
of the public agrees that this practice is inhumane and not necessary. There are several 
organizations such as NAVS that work with scientists to find alternatives ways to research, 
NOT ON ANIMALS. Let's be a leader in this world and advance animal protection laws.

2019-07-15 17:43:53

Your animal research program is wasteful and cruel and has been going on for decades at 
great cost to taxpayers with virtually no results to show other than thousands of dead, 
tortured animals. End ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and stressful 
to animals) and phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates NOW.

2019-07-15 19:25:29

Please cease all USDA D and E experiments and pledge to end all animal experiments in the 
near future.

2019-07-15 21:07:55

Please stop animal testing. There are other, better options  and if it doesn’t apply to what 
you’re working on, please create those other options. Please stop animal testing.

2019-07-15 22:46:28

I urge VCU to step into the future and not continue with the antiquated methods of animal 
experimentation and testing. Other methods must always be sought - especially by an 
institution that aims to be at the forefront of scientific/medical research.

2019-07-15 23:35:21

Please end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and stressful to animals) 
and phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates. This is simply not necessary.  Thank 
you!

2019-07-16 00:04:59



Please stop animal testing in its entirety at VCU. There is no need to harm animals when other 
methods are available. Please consult these and other outstanding resources:

The Johns Hopkins Center for Alternatives to Animal Testing
http://caat.jhsph.edu

Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine: https://www.pcrm.org/ethical-science

2019-07-16 01:13:29

Please stop animal testing in its entirety at VCU. There is no need to harm animals when other 
methods are available. Please consult these and other outstanding resources:

The Johns Hopkins Center for Alternatives to Animal Testing
http://caat.jhsph.edu

Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine: https://www.pcrm.org/ethical-science

2019-07-16 01:15:49

Hello,
I’m writing to ask that you please cease animal testing at VCU. Such stress and pain should not 
be inflicted upon animals. Thank you. 

2019-07-16 01:27:52

Stop animal research. Find other ways to research without harming/killing animals. 2019-07-16 01:57:42
§2.2-3705.4(A)(1)



Hello,
I urge VCU to stop animal experiments in lieu of more effective tests using human cells and 
tissues, computer-modeling, computerized human patient simulators, and non-invasive 
human tests such as micro-dosing and advanced brain imaging. Non-animal alternatives like 
organs-on-a-chip are yielding exciting results and will only increase in efficacy as they are used 
with greater frequency. 

The arguments for animal testing are fast being outweighed by those against it. Facts that 
support this include the following: 
-More than 90 percent of basic science discoveries from experiments on animals fail to lead to 
human treatments.
-Eighty-nine percent of animal studies could not be reproduced.
-NIH admits that 95 percent of all drugs that are shown to be safe and effective in tests on 
animals fail in human trials because they don’t work or are dangerous.
-Experiments on animals divert time and funding from better methods.
-Non-animal methods are available.

An increasing number of doctors and researchers are arriving at the conclusion that we have a 
scientific and economic (if not moral) obligation to reallocate money and resources from 
animal testing to non-animal alternatives. Scientific breakthroughs based on animal testing 
from a decade or more ago can no longer be used to justify these tests today. There are simply 
more effective alternatives.

According to Dr. Elias Zerhouni, former Director of the National Institutes of Health, “We have 
moved away from studying human disease in humans. We all drank the Kool-Aid on that one, 
me included. The problem is that [testing on animals] hasn’t worked, and it’s time we stopped 
dancing around the problem. We need to refocus and adapt new methodologies for use in 

      

2019-07-16 02:09:42

Please end ALL USDA category D and E experiments as these are the most painful and stressful 
to the animals.  And please develop a plan to phase out ALL experiments on non human 
primates.  It is our time as human beings to evolve and know that we can do better.

2019-07-16 02:12:07

At a minimum, VCU should discontinue all USDA Category D and E experiments, and phase out 
all testing on non-human primates.

2019-07-16 02:41:03



Stop research on all living animals.  It's cruel and not needed.  This is 2019 and modern 
medicine has come along way.  Using barbaric methods of testing Sentinal creatures who have 
no voice of their own and can do nothing to remove themselves from the pain, suffering, and 
torture in the name of experiments is horrendous and demonic.

2019-07-16 04:34:20

I’m deeply pained that a university supported by my tax dollars in my home state uses animals 
in research. I’m against vivisection and ask you to kindly find ways to conduct experiments 
without using animals . Thank you.

2019-07-16 04:41:59

I humbly request that VCU end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and 
stressful to animals) and to phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates.

2019-07-16 05:01:21

Please stop research using animals. 2019-07-16 05:07:03
You don't need to torture animals. End the Category D and E experiments. I'm NOT interested 
in using my tax dollars to promote suffering.  STOP THIS NOW.

2019-07-16 05:39:14

VCU shouldn’t test on any animals. 2019-07-16 08:34:29
I would like to see an end of animal research that causes pain and stress 2019-07-16 08:56:09
Using animals to conduct experiments is not right.  There are other ways to have similar 
results and tests.  Please stop all category D & E experiments.  All experiments on nonhuman 
primates need to end ASAP.

2019-07-16 10:22:56

These experiments have tainted the I was at the GA hearing in which a bill was introduced to 
allow animals to be adopted out when they were done being experimented on in Virginia 
laboratories.  Representatives from VCU made a mockery of the truth when they stood up and 
stated that a vigorous adoption program already existed and somehow this bill would put that 
in jeopardy.  It is time to understand that what is going on behind closed doors at your 
institution is no longer acceptable in our society.  There are better ways than inflicting pain 
and suffering for fruitless quests for knowledge that can be gained in other ways.

2019-07-16 10:24:27

Please end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments and phase out ALL experiments on non-
human primates.

2019-07-16 10:35:43



I suffer from Lupus, Fibromyalgia, degenerative disc disease, sciatica... and many more 
disabling diseases. They in turn cause deep depression and anxiety at times. I have been on 
every kind of treatment known for all of these diseases. The meds that were prescribed almost 
killed me. The side effects...well..in my opinion ... Are far worse than the diseases. I stopped 
taking all drugs  and I've changed my eating habits. I know that we must do research but..... 
How do people who do research on animals sleep at night knowing you are causing deep 
suffering? Pain? Depression? And lives of confinement with no access to love and affection? 
Animals get scared..they hurt..they love.. They feel pain..and in turn..they will still give you 
their hearts. I struggle daily with the inhumane treatment of animals and what they go 
through for the 'cause'. 
Please stop all of the painful.. Scary and inhumane treatment of every species of animal in 
your labs. All I see on tv is the backlash of lawsuits that are deriving from medically approved 
medications that cause cancer.. And death among human patients. Maybe we should focus on 
natural remedies and diet changes... Let the all natural docs become our choice instead of 
having to pay out of pocket for services.... Include them on our insurance lists. 
I feel it's all about the FDA and their attempt to make Big Pharma even bigger..lining their 
pockets and not a true care about what these meds are actually doing to humans..animals and 
God forbid our children. All this painful testing on animals is unnecessary. It is unforgivable. It 
is torturous. Have you ever seen dogs fight for the survival of one it loves not caring about its 
own predicament? Or seen a pigs eyes when it's defeated? Or even a chimpanzees reaction to 
how they are treated when they can process exactly what is being done to them?  
Come to my home for just one week. See the interactions and a feel for animal behavior... See 
what a tortured and abused dog looks like after years of love but still can't trust... I could go on 
forever...but I think that my point is made. 
Please STOP. Stop torturing innocent animals to benefit the human race. I believe in 
evolution.. I believe people must die to continue their journey and cull disease that is 
spreading daily. We have upset the apple cart. Let's focus on GMOs and chemicals they are 

        

2019-07-16 10:49:29

Please end all animal research that is category USDA D and E. Anything that is harmful to any 
animal should not be allowed.

2019-07-16 11:00:27

At this point with all our modern technology, there should be no animal that must suffer for 
the benefit of the human animal.

2019-07-16 11:13:13



"A man shall be judged by how he treats the most innocent among us."
I find the fact that Universities are Still "experimenting" with living, breathing entities, without 
a voice, reprehensible and archaic! I'd rather Humans be used for said tests and experiments 
as They have the ability to consent!
PLEASE, end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments.
YOU have the opportunity to Lead By Example with Compassion and Wisdom.
Thank You
Respectfully,

2019-07-16 11:19:36

It’s awful, it needs to stop, and I certainly don’t want my tax dollars/state funding to go to this. 
It would be a deciding factor between attending/my family/child attending VCU and another 
school.

2019-07-16 11:23:30

Please do not use animals for research. I know there are other methods to obtain the required 
data. It is archaic and cruel both to the researchers and animals. I will not support or fund any 
facility that still insists on cruel methods of the past.

2019-07-16 11:25:28

I am appalled to learn of the animal experiments being conducted at this facility.  The fact that 
details of the abuse as well as any possible positive outcomes are being withheld from the 
public  only further compounds my concern.

This misuse of taxpayer dollars must stop!

2019-07-16 11:26:27

Please discontinue ALL USDA category D and E experiments and phase out any animal testing 
on non primate animals.

2019-07-16 11:32:31

How can you say that animal research is a privilege?  Using animals to conduct painful 
experiments is barbaric at least.  I have seen first hand what VCU Health, formerly the Medical 
College of Virginia, does to these animals.  Having volunteered in the sixties and working 
several summers in the seventies, I saw dogs kept alive for vivisection and knew someone who 
worked with the rats in labs.  All you had to do was go into Sanger Hall and hear the dogs 
barking.  Not only is it cruel but inhumane to make these animals undergo such suffering.  All 
animal testing and experimentation should be banned, and perhaps it would be more 
beneficial to research alternative test methods.

2019-07-16 12:16:37

No more animal testing at all. It's wrong. Figure out ways to do research without depriving 
animals who can't choose of their freedom. You're scientists, I'm sure you could figure it out.

2019-07-16 12:51:11

§2.2-3705.4(A)(1)



Please stop this barbaric practice. We are better than this, animals feel pain and are very social 
when they are allowed to be. There are much better teaching methods than torturing animals.

2019-07-16 13:00:30

VCU needs to stop ALL experiments on nonhuman primates. These experiments are cruel and 
inhumane.

2019-07-16 13:16:37

I am disgusted that you think that torturing animals in the name of "science" is acceptable.  
We do not have the right to inflict suffering on any creature.  Many organizations use non-
animal testing methods and there are many alternatives to the torture of innocent animals.  
How can anyone in good conscience knowingly and willingly hurt an animal?  You have to be a 
horrible human being to think that this is ok.

2019-07-16 13:21:54

Current medical research on animals, including apes and dogs is cruel and harmful to those 
creatures! When I found out about these "HEARTLESS" experiments on innocent dogs, I lost all 
respect for VCU because of it's affiliation with McGuire VA Medical Center's painful and 
ultimately fatal experiments. I even questioned Dr. Rao about this and his reply did not answer 
my questions, but merely dissembled and avoided the subject by making excuses for 
mistreating "subjects". So, I no longer donate money to my alma mater due to its lack of ethics 
and morals. Stop hurting harmless animals!

2019-07-16 13:29:02

As a resident residing in the state of Virginia, I respectfully request you completely remove 
using any live animals in any testing done in your facilities.

Being the year 2019, we surely have advanced beyond having to submit a living, breathing 
animal to endure such horrific pain endured in experiments. 

Please find other means to do your research.

Sincerely,

2019-07-16 13:43:24

Please consider finding other ways to research without using animals. Not only is it no longer 
acceptable in our society, it’s just plain wrong. There are so many other ways learning and 
teaching can be done, not at animals expense. Thank you for your consideration.

2019-07-16 13:56:46

§2.2-3705.4(A)(1)



Torture of animals for redundant research is cruel. I know you need to come up with research 
projects so you don’t loose your funding, but the torture and abuse of animals?

2019-07-16 14:01:35

Today your outdated policies of using animals for research needs to be stopped. There’s 
technology for studies today. Adopt the animals out. 😡😡😡😡😡😡

2019-07-16 14:10:59

Where is the humanity in mistreating animals?  Would you subject your own pets to cruel 
experiments?  I suppose for enough money anything is possible.

2019-07-16 14:14:51

As an alumnus I find the testing on all animals to be deplorable and plan to withhold any 
donations to VCU until this type of testing is ceased completely.

2019-07-16 14:28:29

The purpose of my comment today is to urge VCU to immediately cease and desist all USDA 
Category D and E experiments and to phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates. The 
idea that these animals do not experience the same physical, emotional and mental effects 
that a human would under the same circumstances is the height of hubris, and I cannot 
imagine that VCU as an institution nor it's leadership would ever rationalize treating fellow 
humans the same way. The way we prove we are better is by doing better when we know 
better. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

2019-07-16 14:29:59

IAW recent RTD article, Mr. Rao makes a ton of money for his employment. Many times when 
people have a career path that allows them to be benevolent there is a given that others may 
advance. Using animals for research is not only inhumane but barbaric; sacrificing animals' 
lives for profit/research is a torture to the animals with ultimate death. Why not utilize clinical 
trials on humans? Why not value LIFE! All the animal testing has not allowed for new health 
remedy discoveries since the 1960-1980 timeframe. Please stop.

2019-07-16 14:46:53

§2.2-3705.4(A)(1)



I would like to see the use of animal test subjects eliminated entirely. It is inhumane and when 
I became aware of the animal testing being done at VCU I was ashamed to have attended and 
contributed monetarily to the institution. I intentionally avoid VCU medical facilities for the 
same reason. It’s time that we move away from these barbaric practices and find alternative 
means of study. I would be proud to have attended a university that led the fight to eliminate 
animal testing.

2019-07-16 15:42:56

Dear VCU Representative,

I am opposed to any and all research done on animals of any kind.  It is unethical, cruel and 
inhumane.  In 2007 - 12 years ago - the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine issued a report recommending that research laboratories move away from using 
animals in experiments.  I should think twelves years would have given VCU enough time to 
modify its research facilities.

I understand that in vitro testing is better than testing on animals.  There are also techniques 
like non-invasive imaging or human cells testing that are better than inhumane research on 
animals.

Finally, it's been determined that animal testing does not achieve its intended results. 
According to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), just 8% of drugs tested on animals 
are deemed safe and effective for human use — 92% are not.

I hope that you will take these facts into consideration in you conduct towards animals.

Respectfully,

2019-07-16 16:31:47

Please stop animal testing. These animals did not ask for the suffering that this testing 
intentionally imposes on them.

2019-07-16 16:39:15

END ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and stressful to animals) and 
phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates.

2019-07-16 16:44:38

Animal research is inhumane. I urge you to cease this horrid practice. Animals are sentient 
beings and deserve to be treated with dignity.

2019-07-16 17:41:12



I am so disappointed that VCU continues to torture sentient beings. In this day and age there 
are more reliable and effective methods of testing products, conducting experimental 
procedures, etc., that do not require cruel, inhumane treatment of others who are as much 
entitled to live their lives as you are. VCU, stop this, stop bringing this shame to a school I 
support!!! This is despicable.

2019-07-16 18:01:49

I am writing to urge VCU to end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments and to phase out ALL 
experiments on non-human primates.

2019-07-16 18:56:48

I am emailing today to ask you to do the right thing for the well being of the non - human  
primates. Please end all USDA category D and E experiments and please phase out ALL 
experiments on the non-human primates. 
Thank you.

2019-07-16 19:05:37

The reason for comment today is to urge VCU to immediately cease and desist all USDA 
Category D and E experiments and to phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates. The 
idea that these animals do not experience the same physical, emotional and mental effects 
that a human would under the same circumstances is false, and I cannot imagine that VCU as 
an institution nor it's leadership would ever rationalize treating fellow humans the same way. 
The way we prove we are better is by doing better when we know better.

2019-07-16 19:42:19

Please end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and stressful to animals) 
and phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates. The animal research program is 
wasteful and cruel. As a taxpayer, I do not want to support this. There are virtually no results 
to show other than thousands of dead, tortured animals.

2019-07-16 20:51:46

Please end all USDA Category D and E experiments and phase out all experiments on non-
human primates as well as all non-human animals.

2019-07-16 22:29:02

Please  ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and stressful to animals) 
and to phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates.

2019-07-16 23:43:23

The purpose of my comment today is to urge VCU to immediately cease and desist all USDA 
Category D and E experiments and to phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates. The 
idea that these animals do not experience the same physical, emotional and mental effects 
that a human would under the same circumstances is ridiculous, and I cannot imagine that 
VCU as an institution nor it's leadership would ever rationalize treating fellow humans the 
same way. The way we prove we are better is by doing better when we know better.

2019-07-17 02:42:39



End ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (which expose laboratory animals to extreme 
pain and stress). Phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates. Increase protocols— for 
all faculty/staff/students directly and remotely associated with the experiments/research-- to 
go through regular (e.g., at least once yearly) training/continuing education regarding animal 
care/welfare, provided by an independent and accredited source. Increase (providing specific 
frequency and duration) independent auditing/inspection of all protocols/procedures and 
facilities/enclosures, as well as direct assessment of laboratory animals. Make reports of these 
audits/inspections easily accessible and fully transparent. Valid research finds that the vast 
majority of laboratory research using animals is unnecessary, has adequate non-animal 
substitutes, and is a wasteful/inefficient use of funds/taxpayer dollars. As a center of scholarly 
and creative thought, the university should determine ways to quickly phase out this testing, 
in order to make advances in innovative research techniques.

2019-07-17 04:38:59

If animal research is unavoidable then the beings involved should be treated with the same 
dignity and consideration that the researchers would hope to receive from advanced entities 
performing tests on them. Humane living conditions and a healthy post-research life plan are 
essential aspects of this relationship.

2019-07-17 08:34:04

, I find it unethical and 
abhorrent that you do ANY research on animals. No medical advancement is worth the 
suffering you inflict on animals, even projects that could help me. I strongly urge shutting 
down your entire program, but your abuse of monkeys with heroin is especially egregious. 
Expirement on hand if you must: if the research isn't ethical when transferred to humans who 
give informed consent it is even less ethical on innocent animals.

2019-07-17 13:28:26

You need to create a plan towards correcting this: 
“Replacement - a non-animal model is not available and/or the species identified is justified 
(replacing animal use where feasible).” Find a non-animal model so we can eliminate animal 
testing altogether!

2019-07-17 17:03:05

I have been waiting for years for your organization to end these needless studies on animals. 
Your results have yielded no large gains for our society, but many animals have died. Primates 
are incredibly sensitive creatures and are emotionally intelligent. Please reduce or cease these 
studies as there are other ways to get research results.

2019-07-17 20:12:07

§2.2-3705.1(1), health record



Please stop experimenting on Animals. I read the "3 R's" but I imagine they aren't always 
followed. And animals do not deserve this. Take human volunteers instead. Thanks.

2019-07-17 21:35:35

test 2019-07-17 22:11:36
This is just cruel.  We cannot continue to use other lives to experiment on in an attempt to 
make ours better.  It is one thing when they are humanely killed as in the case of animals 
raised for food, But to experiment on them causing them harm and pain is inhumane.

2019-07-18 00:05:38

As a VCU alumni I am appalled at the thought of the animal research experiments being 
conducted at VCU. There are so many alternatives to this, and I know I'm not the only one 
who feels this way. There is no real need to do these experiments when there are so many 
other ways to gain knowledge instead. Please stop. ALL animals deserve better.

2019-07-18 00:10:49

Please stop animal testing! It is cruel, barbaric and unnecessary! 
I am a VCU alum and am ashamed to learn the university is still testing on animals. I only buy 
cruelty-free beauty and household products. This issue is important to me.

2019-07-18 12:38:54

As a VCU alumni I am ashamed to have been a part of a university using cruel practices on 
animal. Experimenting on animals should be stopped.

2019-07-18 18:34:30

I am of the belief that no living animals should be exposed to the torturous rigors of lab 
research when so many alternatives exist in this day and time.  Furthermore, to lie and say the 
animals were transferred to sanctuaries when in fact they were sent to other research 
facilities is unacceptable. I shall boycott treatments at VCU Health Systems and use outside 
labs and diagnostics facilities. Being way less expensive is just an added bonus. Shame on VCU 
and whomever perpetuated this cover up!

2019-07-19 02:32:51

Your animal research program is wasteful and cruel and has been going on for decades at 
great cost to taxpayers with virtually no results to show other than thousands of dead, 
tortured animals. End ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and stressful 
to animals) and to phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates. The public demands 
change.

2019-07-19 03:59:33

Please discontinue your experiments on helpless animals! 2019-07-19 07:06:41



I urge VCU to immediately cease and desist all USDA Category D and E experiments and to 
phase out ALL experiments on non-human animals. There are many instances in history when 
we have committed cruel acts and only much later viewed these behaviors with 
embarrassment, disgust, and repulsion. Let us show children that we value all innocent life lest 
we teach that some life("ours") is more important than "others". If it were as simple as turning 
off our conscience whenever doing so suits us, then, admittedly, this might be a situation 
when doing so would(potentially) be convenient. Let us not suspend our ethics in the name of 
convenience.

"The greatness of a nation can be judged by the way its animals are treated." - Mahatma 
Gandhi

2019-07-19 23:06:38

Your animal research program is wasteful and cruel and has been going on for decades at 
great cost to taxpayers with virtually no results to show other than thousands of dead, 
tortured animals. I humbly request that you end ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the 
most painful and stressful to animals) and phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates. 
Stop this torture!!

2019-07-20 01:40:38

Due to the advancements in technology,  there is no valid reason to continue using live 
animals for research. Computer models can generate data and predict results with a high 
enough percentage of reliability to negate any presumption that live animals are needed. VCU 
should set the standard for and advocate for animal welfare.

2019-07-20 04:03:11

Stop this heinous activity now! 7/18/2019 9:41
I’m writing to urge VCU to stop USDA category D and E experiments as well as phasing out non-
human primates research. It is unconscionable to subject these living, feeling beings to 
unnecessary, wasteful and cruel experiences. Bottom line, these animals are unable to give 
consent, and primates especially being so closely related to us is like promoting research on 
humans without their consent. We need to do better as a society.  Thank you.   

 

7/18/2019 9:10
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I'm reaching out today because I'd like to express my view that the animal testing being done 
at VCU is absolutely cruel and unnecessary.   The idea that animals are worth so little that we 
as humans are at liberty to do whatever we want to them, regardless of any pain or terror 
they must feel, is in my opinion, highly misguided.  Not one of us would treat our pets this 
way, so it should not be okay to treat other animals in this torturous manner.  As a VCU 
alumni, I would never donate nor support in any way an institution that treats animals like 
this. There are many, many people who feel the same way I do. I think you'll be hearing from 
many of us now that the discussion around VCU's policies has been opened up.  Please take 
this opportunity to be on the right side of history and do the right thing.  Thanks,  

7/17/2019 20:20

Please end  ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and stressful to 
animals) and to phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates.  Thank you.

7/16/2019 19:41

Please end  ALL USDA Category D and E experiments (the most painful and stressful to 
animals) and to phase out ALL experiments on non-human primates.  Thank you.

7/16/2019 9:02

To whom it may concern please, Over the years of knowing that both VCU and McGuire 
continue to test on animals in barbaric and painful methods has blown my mind. As a VCU , I 
am outraged that my University would continued experimentation like this that emulate those 
from the sixties! VCU Health Prides itself on being on The Cutting Edge of Technology yet puts 
into fruition these Unthinkable measures! There are amazing therapy dogs that come into 
your hospital everyday to help heal those who are ill yet in secret floors of Sanger Hall and 
basements in McGuire Hospital there are others being tortured for no reason! It has been 
proven that dogs and other mammals do not emulate how humans should be effectively 
treated where technology can be programmed almost to a T! Word has gotten out that VCU 
and McGuire want to save money and this is all just for the bottom line dollar. I am saddened 
and disheartened at the University I once loved and graduated from. I have spread the word to 
other alumni. These animals need a voice and I'm offering mine! They're innocent, loving and 
deserve more respect! We hope you will see to end this atrocity immediately and have a 
heart!  Sincerely 

7/15/2019 19:48
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