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Envigo Statement RE: Virginia SB669 – 04 February 2020 
 
A bill (SB669) has recently been introduced in the Virginia State Senate that would if passed, 
effectively ban the breeding of dogs and cats for use in scientific research, throughout the state.  

This bill, if enacted, would be detrimental to the people of Virginia and our country. It would 
negatively impact both human and animal health and have unintended consequences for global 
scientific research. This bill is supported by some animal rights groups that seek to eliminate the 
use of all animals in medical research, despite the fact that they currently play a critical and 
irreplaceable role.  

According to the National Association for Biomedical Research (NABR), purpose-bred dogs 
were essential in the development of 22 of the 25 most prescribed drugs for human health 
(https://www.nabr.org/biomedical-research/laboratory-animals/animal-research-behind-top-
drugs/). In addition to their impact on human health, the dogs used in research are vital to 
ensure the health of our ~70 million pets as well as the health and safety of our livestock. 
Without them, vaccinations for infectious diseases such as canine distemper, parvovirus, rabies, 
coronavirus and Lyme disease would not be available (https://www.nabr.org/biomedical-
research/laboratory-animals/species-in-research/dogs/). 

Information that has been distributed by research opponents, who support this bill, about our 
purpose-bred dog breeding facility in Cumberland, Virginia is misleading and inaccurate. The 
Cumberland facility was inspected by the US Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) on August 19, 2019. The resulting Inspection Report 
states that “no non-compliant items were identified,” which is considered a clean bill of health. 
The site had a similarly positive inspection report from the same government agency in 2018. 
The Cumberland facility has also been inspected and accredited by AAALAC International 
(https://www.aaalac.org/), a private, non-profit organization that promotes the humane treatment 
of animals in science through voluntary accreditation and assessment. 
 
At Envigo, we are committed to helping our customers realize the full potential of their research 
which contribute to enhancing the lives of people and animals. We adopt a humane and 
compassionate approach, actively fostering a culture of care towards our animals and operating 
to the highest professional standards. All of our sites are routinely inspected by the relevant 
governing authorities, including the USDA. Our personnel and management teams are trained 
and committed to provide the highest level of care in accordance with government and industry 
standards. 
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