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Memo for Record                                                                                                   4 June 2020 

 

Subject: Withdrawal of Request for Confederate War Memorials 

 

To: Members of Council 

 

Today I will be withdrawing my request to the Governor of Virginia and Richmond Mayor 

Levar Stoney for the Confederate war memorials on Monument Avenue.  

 

As you know, on 3 June I sent a letter to Governor Ralph Northram and Mayor Stoney telling 

them the Town of Crewe would accept the Confederate War Memorials on Monument 

Avenue for public display as an aid to our Civil War related tourism infrastructure. As an 

independently elected Town official, that request and any communications related to 

fostering economic development are well within the scope of my duties and responsibilities. 

Ultimately, it is the Council that must decide on whether to accept these memorials (if even 

offered) just as they would any other economic development action. 

 

Since that request has become public knowledge, I have received phone calls and e-mail both 

for and against the concept, from people I respect, of using these monuments to aid tourism 

infrastructure.  

 

Taking into strong consideration the many voices I have heard I have made the decision to 

withdraw the request. 

 

You have all received a copy of my letter which provides the economic statistics.  You are 

aware we get thousands of tourists annually ‘passing through’ on the way to Sailor’s Creek, 

Appomattox, High Bridge and the Staunton River Bridge.  We generate residual meals and 

business taxes off those tourists whose spending aids job preservation, enhances the profits of 

local businesses and aids the Town in keeping real estate taxes to a minimum. 
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Because Crewe was not established until 1888, incorporated in 1892, what we lack for Civil 

War Tourism is that proverbial ‘big ball of yarn’ (like a battlefield) that makes Crewe a 

destination location for visitation. Until we have that, we will continue to be a ‘pass through’. 

One or all those Monument Avenue war memorials could very well have been the ‘big ball of 

yarn’. Realistically, our chances of getting them were minimal. While local governments can 

accept war memorials, the new law and conventional thinking appears to prioritize 

battlefields and historical societies for receipt of any removed war memorials. This suggests 

the Richmond area Federal battlefields will get priority. I would have preferred placement at 

Sailor’s Creek Battlefield or Staunton River Bridge Battlefield State Parks which directly 

benefits the businesses in Crewe. My point is, if we do not ask, we do not get consideration. 

 

According to the Va Tourism Corporation, Civil War tourists spend more time and more 

money in an area than ordinary tourists. Frankly, I would like for them to spend that money 

in Crewe business, helping preserve the jobs of Crewe citizens and generating more revenues 

for Town of Crewe coffers enabling the Town of Crewe government to keep real estate and 

personal property taxes low for Town of Crewe citizens. It is that simple. 

 

The Civil War means different things to different people. Scholars and ordinary people have 

been arguing about it for over 150 years. We are not getting engaged in that debate. My focus 

has always been on developing an economic future. 

 

Now, allow me to clarify three statements quoted in the Richmond Times Dispatch this 

morning.  First, I said, “Green is the only color that matters.”  Allow me to amplify what was 

not printed.  Green is the color of economic activity. Economic activity aids job preservation 

and job growth. It helps our small businesses make profits. This in turn creates new jobs or 

better jobs for all our citizens regardless of race, creed, color, or country of national origin. 

Tourism generates economic activity. If we see an opportunity to increase economic activity 

for our small businesses, we should seize it. 

 

I also stated I see the vandalism “a result of people more concerned with emotion than 

money” adding, “If people had secure jobs they would not be out protesting – rioting—they 

would not be out rioting.” Allow me to clarify that not all protests turn into riots, though the 

media (of which I was once a part) does seem to be showing more of the violence than the 

peace. I also recognize that many of the citizens legitimately protesting have jobs. My point 

was that economic disparity is part of the problem these protests are addressing.  Economic 

prosperity for all, regardless of race, creed, color, ethnicity, national origin, religion sexual 

orientation and gender expression is a step in the right direction. Strengthening our tourism 

infrastructure would do that. If the Town Council and citizens of Crewe disagree with the 

economic reasons for my asking for the statues or believe it will bring controversy, pain and 

vandalism to the area, then that is their right and it is worth respecting. 

 

Third, I stated, “If I could get a statue of Lenin or Josef Stalin, I would take it.” What was not 

reported was the context (likely due to space considerations).  I told her we have many 

veterans from the 45-year Cold War (myself included).  A statue of Lenin or Stalin (or a large 

piece of the Berlin Wall) would allow us to erect a Cold War educational display and allow 

us to remember the sacrifices of our local veterans several of whom were killed in action in 



Korea and Vietnam. A statue of Lenin or Stalin would be the equivalent of a ‘war trophy’ 

illustrating that the fundamental principles of American democracy and liberty, as embodied 

in the Constitution of the United States and the Bill of Rights, will always win out over 

socialism.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Greg Eanes 

Mayor 

Town of Crewe 

 

This communication is a matter of public record. Feel free to share it with your constituents. 

 


