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WelcomeBack         Fall2020 
G O O C H L A N D  C O U N T Y  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S 
Thank you to our students, families, and school division team members for your support 
and flexibility over the past several months.  We could not be more excited to reopen our 
doors and welcome back every member of the GCPS family.  “Unprecedented” seems an 
insufficient descriptor of all that has transpired since March, but our school community has 
demonstrated resolve and optimism in the face of uncertainty. 

We have created this snapshot to capture the most significant details of our instructional 
plans, as we prepare to reopen schools on Monday, August 24, 2020.  Additional information 
will be shared in the coming weeks. 

Is GCPS planning to reopen schools for in-person instruc7on on Monday, August 24, 2020?   Yes. 

Will an at-home remote learning op7on be available for students who are not comfortable returning 
for in-person instruc7on?   Yes. 

Will schools be open for in-person instruc7on five days a week?   No.  There are several contribu1ng 
factors to our planned in-person opera1on: (1) the need to accommodate for both in-person instruc1on 
and remote learning; (2) the health guidelines related to social distancing; (3) the capacity of our 
instruc1onal spaces; (4) the developmental considera1ons of each age group.  The full schedule for in-
person instruc5on can be found on page two. 

Will children in the same family be on the same schedule for in-person instruc7on?  Yes, whenever 
possible. 

Will addi7onal health and safety protocol be in place when students return to school in August?   Yes.  
Please refer to our GCPS Phase Health Plan for full details. 

Will transporta7on be available as it has in the past?   Yes; however, we are asking families who are 
able to transport their children to do so, as we have to greatly reduce the number of students on each 
bus because of health guidelines. 

Will the daily start/stop 7mes of the schools’ schedules be adjusted?   Yes.  The start/stop 1mes for 
the 2020-21 school year are as follows: Elementary - 8:35, 3:25; Middle/High - 8:15, 3:10. 

Will there be athle7cs and extra-curricular ac7vi7es this fall?   Please see our GCPS Return to Ac1vi1es 
guidelines. 

How will the school division respond to changing health condi7ons related to the COVID-19 
pandemic?   Of course, there is no way to predict the evolving context of the global health crisis.  Our 
instruc1onal plan, however, is designed to be scaled back (toward at-home remote learning) and scaled 
forward (toward increased in-school instruc1on) in response to any adjustments that need to be made.  
We will keep our community informed every step of the way. 

Please visit http://goochlandschools.org for the most up to date information related to our reopening plans.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/10VEjoeqBsFnVeJ6hHrozNfBnnYXJI9CTXiQxuzHTDkQ/edit#heading=h.yqgvh5xhnbnl
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KhxpoUWk2bQhtn5ejxqRlnsM3vz5mvd5hIy5cwcvIok/mobilebasic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KhxpoUWk2bQhtn5ejxqRlnsM3vz5mvd5hIy5cwcvIok/mobilebasic
http://goochlandschools.org
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What follows is a graphical depic2on of our plans for reopening schools on August 24, 2020.  Cohort 1 represents 
50% of students who have chosen to return to school for in-person instruc2on.  Cohort 2 represents the other 
50% of students who have chosen to return to school for in-person instruc2on.  Cohort 3 represents students 
who have opted not to return to school and will access instruc2on at home remotely. 

   In-Person Learning at School 

        Remote Learning at Home 

 

Schools will assign students to Cohorts and communicate these assignments to families in August.

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN  (Unique developmental needs prohibit 4 days/week in-person.)
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GRADES 1-8
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GRADES 9-12  (Social distancing guidelines and classroom capacity prohibit 4 days/week in-person.) 
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Please visit http://goochlandschools.org for the most up to date information related to our reopening plans.

http://goochlandschools.org

