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1.  LETTER OF INTENT 
  
 
      
  
September 8, 2020 
 
Richmond City Council 
Richmond City Hall 
900 E. Broad Street, Suite 305 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 USA 
804.646.2778 (tel) 
Attn: 
 
RE:  Proposal to Acquire Civil War Monument September 8, 2020 
 
 
Dear Chairperson,  
 
We are pleased to present our proposal for the City of Richmond's Civil War Monument Deaccessioning 
Request.  
 
DARNstudio is a collaboration of artists David Anthone and Ron Norsworthy.  Our work 
investigates the built, designed, or otherwise manifested world we live in, breaks down its 
components and uncouples them from their implicit and inherited meaning(s). We then re-
assemble in a way that disrupts its original function. Our work encourages alternative ways of 
understanding objects, ideas and structures through a process we refer to as “re:meaning”  
 
Through reassignment, remixing, inversion, or juxtaposition DARNstudio’s work examines the 
purpose of things. These things may range from the macro and intangible (cultural institutions 
and norms) to the micro and concrete (mundane objects, words, expressions or phrases). We 
glean new meanings from these things in their disrupted reconfigurations which triggers new 
dialogue on the commonplace, the happenstance, and the “extraordinary ordinary”.  
 
Our goal is to cast the familiar in an unexpected context so that it can be seen in an unfamiliar 
and new way.  We are excited to submit this proposal for a civil war monument that broadens 
education and equity for the City of Richmond. 
 
As symbols of history, public monuments serve as mnemonic devices, triggering memory and sparking a 
wide array of outcomes from contemplation and reverence to empowerment and pride.  All public 
monuments have the power to teach important lessons and all monuments, including Confederate 
monuments, have the potential to activate a sense of inclusive community.  DARNstudio's proposal for 
the Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson Confederate Monument, located in Richmond, VA, is to embolden the 
sculpture and transform it from a symbol that speaks to a limited view of history into a catalyst for 
education and positive change, for all.  In doing so, the alchemy of this equestrian statue reconstitutes 
from a symbol of divisiveness to one of inclusiveness, healing and reconciliation.  
 
We look forward to the opportunity to meet with your city council to share our expertise and our 
enthusiasm for collaborating with you and your team on the civil war monuments initiative.  
 
Sincerely,  
David Anthone & Ron Norsworthy 
DARNstudio 
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2. CONTACT NAME/INFORMATION OF REQUESTOR: 

David Anthone 
Ron Norsworthy 
DARNstudio 
18 Forest Farm Drive 
Roxbury, CT 06783 USA 
917.482.1142 
studiodarn@gmail.com 
 
 
 
3. NAME OF ENTITY THE REQUESTOR REPRESENTS: 

DARNstudio 
Artist Collaborative 
www.DARNstudio.com 
 
 
 
4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE REQUESTING ENTITY, 
INCLUDING REASONS FOR WANTING MONUMENT: 

DARNstudio is a collaboration of artists David Anthone and Ron Norsworthy.  The 
The collaborative was established in 2016 and is located in Roxbury, CT.   
 
David Anthone is an artist whose practice focuses on painting, conceptual work and 
ready mades. His work has been exhibited in solo and group shows.  He received a 
B.A. in Architecture and Art History from University of Nebraska as well as attended 
Columbia University, Graduate School of Architecture with a focus on Planning & 
Historic Preservation.  
 
Ron Norsworthy is a multi-disciplinary artist whose work exists at the intersection of 
design and art. Known primarily for his design work in music videos and TV as well as 
his eponymously titled line of bedding and products for QVC UK, his work has been 
exhibited in solo and group shows and appeared in various major publications and 
media platforms. He received his B.A, in Architecture from Princeton University.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ron_Norsworthy 
 
An important pillar of DARNstudio’s practice is creating art that is socially 
engaged where we involve people and communities in the creation of our work.  A 
relevant example of our social engagement art practice is our collaboration with 
non-for-profit organization Hartford Performs which administers arts programs for 
the Hartford Public School District in Hartford, CT. The organization serves over 
20,000 students, more than 90% of whom are Black or Latinx.  Our workshop, 
Creating Symbols of Social Justice, introduces students to the topic and history of 
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social justice movements in America, allows them to exercise and strengthen their 
ability to empathize with others through learning about and sharing current events 
that impact them, and engages them in a collaborative art project where they 
team up to create their own social justice symbols which they then share with 
their classmates.  
 
The goal of acquiring the Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson bronze statue is three-fold: 
 
1. Recontextualize the monument through a process of "fragmentation" and 
redistribution of artifacts to broader, collective ownership. Through this process, 
the bronze monument metamorphoses from one monumental, and problematic, 
symbol into many sculptural art artifacts of empowerment.  Each art artifact will 
come with a certificate of authenticity that also documents the history, evolution 
and transformation of the monument.   
 
2. Create Value. It is proposed that proceeds generated from the sale of the 
museum-mounted art artifacts will benefit Richmond Public Schools and be used 
to update or replace learning materials, supplement student expenses and 
scholarships, and support existing programs that are working to promote 
educational equality with a focus on creating educational parity in the Black 
community served by Richmond’s public schools.  By creating financial value and 
redistributing the proceeds to harmed communities, this project may create a 
means of addressing, in a small way, the call for reparations for descendants of 
enslaved Americans.  
 
3. Innovate Meaningful & Transformative Solution. We believe that Confederate 
statues and monuments are not appropriate for relocation to ANY public site as doing 
so would merely be transferring the problem to another community.  Relocation does 
little to address the problem that Confederate monuments present to a significant 
portion of the American population.  We propose that the fragmentation of the work 
while still honoring its artistic merit, creates a means for it to live on in a remixed and 
recontextualized form. This proposal offers a doable remedy for the issue of removed 
monuments. 
 
 
5. DISCLOSURE REGARDING PUBLIC, PRIVATE, NONPROFIT, ETC. 
STATUS AND PURPOSE: 

While DARNstudio is a private entity, the intent of this proposal is to partner with a 
nonprofit within the City of Richmond.  This private/nonprofit partnership will collaborate 
on the remix and sale of the Stonewall Jackson artworks. DARNstudio will work with the 
City of Richmond to identify the most appropriate organizations to achieve maximum 
benefit.  
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History: 
The Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson monument is a designated, contributing object within 
the National Register of Historic Places and is significant for associations with a 
historical figure and within the Monument Avenue Historic District.  When unveiled to 
the public in 1919, the Jackson monument represented, for white southerners, a tribute 
to a leader of the Confederate Army and, more importantly symbolized a way of life 
steeped in white supremacy.  However, For Black Americans, and certainly for Black 
Richmonders, the monument and others that honor a failed cause that would keep them 
enslaved, was only a cruel reminder of the crushing reality of the enduring system of 
American apartheid known as Jim Crow. In 2020, it is a powerfully dispiriting reminder 
to all of us of our failure to adequately address racial inequality.  In its Statement on 
Confederate Monuments, released in August 2017, the American Historical 
Association (AHA) said that to remove a monument "is not to erase history, but rather to 
alter or call attention to a previous interpretation of history." The AHA stated that most 
monuments were erected "without anything resembling a democratic process," and 
recommended that it was "time to reconsider these decisions." According to the AHA, 
most, if not all, Confederate monuments were erected during the late-nineteenth and 
early-twentieth century, and this undertaking was "part and parcel of the initiation of 
legally mandated segregation and widespread disenfranchisement across the South." 
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According to the AHA, memorials to the Confederacy erected, "were intended, in part, to 
obscure the terrorism required to overthrow Reconstruction, and to intimidate African 
Americans politically and isolate them from the mainstream of public life." 

By size, stature and positioning, the Jackson monument dominated Monument Avenue 
and was and remains, even removed from its pedestal, a effective symbol of white 
supremacy. Relocation of the monument does nothing to diminish this power or address 
the hurt it has caused and causes.  It must be REMIXED.  
 
 

 
Schematic drawing depicting the fragmenting of the statue. (courtesy of DARNstudio) 
 
 
6. SPECIFIC PROPOSAL/OFFER TO ACQUIRE AND TRANSPORT THE 
MONUMENT 

Redemption for this monument is proposed through a process of "fragmentation" or 
"REMIXING."  Remixing, and Fragmentation are defined as altering or contorting from 
its original state by adding, removing, and changing pieces of the item. A song, an 
artwork, books, video, poem, or photograph can all be remixes. The primary 
characteristic of a remix is that it appropriates and changes existing creative works to 
create something new. 
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Visualization of a finished artifact from the Stonewall Jackson equestrian statue, bronze; numbered, dated and signed 
by artist on bottom of base.  
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In the case of the Stonewall Jackson Statue, the REMIX consists of altering, by 
breaking down and thus recontextualizing, the monument into multiple fragments or 
artworks. Through this transformation from one to many, from single to shared 
ownership, the divisive symbolism of this monument to the Lost Cause will be mitigated 
and allow for opportunities to unite over a shared history.  For some dedicated to 
preserving a certain exclusive history, the fragments will be honored keepsakes to be 
cherished in private.  For the rest, the fragments can represent the literal breaking down 
of a painful symbol and an opportunity to begin to heal.  The process of REMIXING 
allows for reflection, atonement and reparations.  And ultimately respects everyone.  We 
view this as an opportunity to engage Richmond in a thoughtful process of untethering 
the monument from its past and allowing it to be reinvested with a more inclusive 
symbolism. 
 
Recognizing that the "Stonewall" Jackson statue, in its present form and regardless of 
location, will continue to be a problematic symbol of divisiveness, DARNstudio 
proposes: 
 
A.  Initiate NHPA SHPO consultation for Adverse Impact; 
 
B.  Transport the equestrian statue to a foundry; 
     (Intent is to source local trades) 
 
C.  REMIX the statue into smaller, unique, artifacts; 
     (Intent is to source local trades) 
 
D.  Finish, mount, and certify each commemorative art piece; 
     (Intent is to source local trades) 
 
E.  Create a sales platform and leverage media relationships to announce and promote   
     the sale of the artwork through artists/nonprofit partnership; 
 
F.  City of Richmond, Richmond Public Schools, and specifically Richmond Public   
     School Students to benefit from proceeds of sales 
      
 
7. SPECIFICATION AS TO EXACT LOCATION MONUMENT WOULD BE 
PLACED 

Through implementation of this project, the Jackson statue will transform from one (1) 
monument into multiple smaller artworks through the process of REMIXING.  
Distribution will be influenced by the process.  A significant feature of this proposal is 
that the monument would cease to live as a monument anywhere specifically and 
therefore could live in its new, repurposed form(s) everywhere. 
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8. PROPOSED TIMELINE FOR MOVING AND TRANSPORTING THE 
MONUMENT  

DARNstudio recognized the immediacy of this project and will coordinate with the City 
of Richmond on a schedule that is conducive to their schedule.  It is the intent of the 
artist to source local trades for the transport, creation, and distribution of the new 
artworks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All rights reserved. The concept and original images presented in this proposal by DARNstudio are protected by 
copyright, intellectual property laws and Visual Artists Rights Act (VARA).  This proposal may not be copied, scanned 
or duplicated, in whole or in part without express permission of the artists.   
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